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MSMS Psychology 
Spring 2015 

Final Exam Description  
 

The course final exam will attempt to assess course goals and objectives 
comprehensively and to simulate an AP Psychology Exam.  Consequently, the final 
exam will include a take-home free-response question that has an emphasis of research 
methodology in psychology, and another portion that allows students the opportunity 
to synthesize facets of the entire class in a creative manner.  The synthesis portion will 
also serve as the course’s Group Project.  THERE WILL BE NO EXEMPTIONS FROM 
THE FINAL EXAM. 

Free-Response Portion 

Students will individually work on a free-response question addressing the topics of 
understanding the scientific method, research design, and associated terms.  The 
responses must be typed in APA format and submitted via e-mail to the instructor prior 
to the deadline announced in class.  The free-response question is attached to the end of 
this document.  The score for the free-response portion will count for 50% of the final 
exam grade.  

Group Creative Portion 

Students will work as a team to create a video presentation related to various topics in 
the course.  In addition, a summary of the video including all psychological terms used 
must be synthesized into a paper in APA format.  Since this project is collaborative, all 
group members are expected to participate.  Each member of the group will receive the 
same number of the 40 points available for the presentation, but you will have the 
chance to rate other members’ individual effort in the project.  Your individual effort 
score will be an average of your peers’ evaluations of you for up to a total of 10 points; 
thus, this portion of the final exam is worth a total of 50 points.  Please see Appendix D 
of the course syllabus for more specific information regarding the peer evaluation 
component.  The score for the group creative portion will count for 50% of the final 
exam grade.  

The following are more specific guidelines for this portion: 

1. At least ten (10) psychology terms should be applied in the video.  Just stating a 
term and its definition is not sufficient.  Be as creative as you need to be to act out 
a term or show that you know it.  Use props…props are cool.  You will need to 
list these terms in the summary paper and describe how they were illustrated 
within the video. 
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2. The video should be between five (5) and ten (10) minutes in duration.  Your 
group will not be penalized if you exceed 10 minutes, but you will receive a 
deduction if it is less than 5 minutes.  However, please keep in mind that quality 
will be much more important than quantity.  The length of your project does not 
necessarily positively correlate to a higher grade. 
 

3. At some point during the video, be sure to give your real names either as an 
introduction or during the opening/closing “credits.”  Don’t forget to include a 
catchy title that relates to the topics being covered or your video’s theme/setting. 
 

4. If you plan on teaching a lesson or doing something super informative within the 
video, then be sure to have a slide of references in the video.  You will also need 
to include a list of references in your summary paper. 
 

5. Above all else, be entertaining AND informative.  I want to know that you really 
understand a concept, but you don’t need to recite the textbook to do that.  Feel 
free to recruit non-class members if you would like.  If I become bored, then that 
probably will be non-helpful to your appraisal.   

Here are a few examples on how you can frame your video: 

 A Psychological Experiment 

 A Re-Enactment of History Related to Psychology 

 A Song About Psychology Topics 

 A “Talk Show” Interviewing a Famous Psychologist 

 A Public Service Announcement (PSA) Relating to Psychology 

 A Profile of a Criminal (e.g., serial killer) That Includes Psychopathology 

 A Funny Fairytale With a Psychology/Mental Health Twist 

 A Mock Therapy Session 

 A Reality Show, Gameshow, or Sitcom Involving Psychology 

 A Book/Film Club Meeting in Which Members Discuss a Book/Film Using 
Psychology Terms 

  Please see the grading rubric for the Group Creative Portion of the final exam: 

  



3 
 

MSMS Psychology Spring 2015 Final Exam Group Creative Portion Rubric 

Video Title/Topic:     Group Members: 

 

Criteria 10 7 5 3 1 

Appearance
/ 

Presentation 

 

Excellent 
professional 
looking 
video & 
editing 

Solid 
professional 
looking 
video & 
editing 

Good 
professional 
looking 
video & 
editing 

Fair  
professional 
looking 
video & 
editing 

Weak 
professional 
looking 
video & 
editing 

Creativity/ 

Entertainme
nt  

Excellent 
use of 
creativity in 
songs, 
humor, 
information, 
& 
entertainme
nt 

Solid use of 
creativity in 
songs, 
humor, 
information, 
& 
entertainme
nt 

Good use of 
creativity in 
songs, 
humor, 
information, 
& 
entertainme
nt 

Fair use of 
creativity in 
songs, 
humor, 
information, 
& 
entertainme
nt 

Weak use of 
creativity in 
songs, 
humor, 
information, 
& 
entertainme
nt 

Informative/ 

Psych. Term 
Based 

Excellent 
evidence of 
psych. 
theme & use 
of terms 
throughout 
project 

Solid 
evidence of 
psych. 
theme & use 
of terms 
throughout 
project 

Good 
evidence of 
psych. 
theme & use 
of terms 
throughout 
project 

Fair 
evidence of 
psych. 
theme & use 
of terms 
throughout 
project 

Weak 
evidence of 
psych. 
theme & use 
of terms 
throughout 
project 

Expectations  

 

All parts of 
the project 
were met 

Most parts 
of the 
project were 
met 

Some parts 
of the 
project were 
met 

Few parts of 
the project 
were met 

Little or no 
parts of the 
project were 
met 

 

        Group Score:      /40 

     + Peer Evaluation of Group Project:      /10 

        Grand Total:      /50  
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MSMS Psychology Spring 2015 Final Exam Free-Response 

Directions:  You must answer BOTH of the following questions.  It is not enough to answer a 

question by merely listing facts.  You should present a cogent argument based on your critical 

analysis of the questions posed, using appropriate psychological terminology.  Use complete 

sentences and appropriate headings in APA format. 

1. “Daniel is a psychology major beginning his final semester.  As part of his degree 

requirements, Daniel must design and conduct an experiment.  Being interested in 

persuasion, he decides to investigate possible personality variables he believes might be 

associated with the ability to resist being persuaded by others.  Asking his subjects to 

administer increasingly large shocks to a laboratory rat, Daniel records how far he is able 

to persuade each person to carry the shocks.  He then compares his measure to several 

personality scales, including a measure of aggressiveness that is obtained by recording 

the highest level of shock administered to the rat.  Surprisingly, this measure of 

persuasion is correlated positively with aggressiveness; and negatively with 

vegetarianism and self-esteem.  Daniel concludes that aggressive individuals are more 

likely to follow orders, whereas vegetarians are less likely to follow orders.” (Goldstein, 

2011, p. 12) 

(a) Is the conclusion that aggressive individuals are more likely to follow orders a good 

one?  Defend your answer. 

(b) Consider the conclusion that vegetarians are less likely to follow orders.  What 

important factor is Daniel overlooking in making this decision? 

(c) When discussing the implication of this study for teaching people to be resistant to 

persuasion, Daniel suggests, by increasing self-esteem, one can increase resistance to 

unwanted persuasion.  Is this a reasonable implication of this study?  Why or why not? 

2.  Abstract 

We conducted a variation of Asch’s (1951) conformity study in which participants made 

judgments about the length of lines.  We randomly assigned participants to one of two conditions 

and told them that the study involved perceptual abilities.  In the first condition, participants 

estimated the length of lines after hearing five people pretending to be participants (confederates) 

give inaccurate estimates.  In the second condition, participants estimated the length of lines 

without hearing estimates of confederates.  As we expected, participants in the first condition 

were less accurate in their estimates of line length, demonstrating the tendency to conform to 

majority influence. 

A) How would each element below be related to the specific content of the experiment 

reported in the abstract? 

• Control group 

• Deception 

• Operational definition of the dependent variable 
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• Hypothesis 

• Debriefing 

B) How might participants’ estimates of line length in the study be related to the 

following? 

• Cognitive dissonance 

• Maslow’s hierarchy of needs 

 

Reference 
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New York: McGraw-Hill. 

 

 


